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According to a recent report by Americas Watch, from December 1986 to January 1988 at least
nine Salvadoran trade unionists were killed and five were "disappeared" by government security
forces. In what is described as "extensive, systematic, and often brutal" repression of organized
labor in El Salvador, Americas Watch lists 20 instances in which the military actively intervened in
labor conflicts, arresting union leaders and pressuring workers to call off strikes or drop economic
demands. The report also notes the fact that most Salvadorean workers cannot lawfully strike, and
the labor code sets up highly complex procedures for legally organizing a union. The Salvadoran
government's apparent disregard for internationally recognized labor standards may threaten its
preferential trade treatment under various US programs. El Salvador currently enjoys "duty-free
exports" under the Caribbean Basin Initiative (CBI) and the Generalised System of Preferences
(GSP), and is a beneficiary of insurance for US investment under the Overseas Private Investment
Corporation (OPIC). Congress has threatened to withdraw GSP and OPIC eligibility if labor rights
are not respected in El Salvador. Rep. Don Pease (D-OH), the author of the labor rights legislation,
met with US Ambassador Edwin Corr in the first week of March. According to Pease, who had
requested the meeting two months previously, Corr claimed there is "no pattern of worker rights
violations." Corr cited statistics on government fines for health and safety violations as proof. (Basic
data from Christian Science Monitor, 03/11/88, summarized by the Central America Resource
Center, Minneapolis, Minn.)
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